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For immediate release

LEONARD BERNSTEIN: AN AMERICAN LIFE —
AN 11-PART RADIO DOCUMENTARY SERIES
PRODUCED BY STEVE ROWLAND WITH LARRY ABRAMS
EXCLUSIVELY
FOR THE WFMT RADIO NETWORK -
WILL AIR NATIONALLY AND INTERNATIONALLY IN OCTOBER, 2004

SUSAN SARANDON WILL NARRATE THIS MAJOR CULTURAL
AND BROADCASTING EVENT THAT WILL PRESENT
A PERSONAL PORTRAIT OF BERNSTEIN -- COMPOSER, CONDUCTOR,
AND ONE OF THE GREAT PUBLIC FIGURES OF OUR ERA

LEONARD BERNSTEIN: AN AMERICAN LIFE, a groundbreaking eleven-part < { Formatted: Line spacing: 1.5 lines

documentary series illuminating the life and work of musical titan Leonard
Bernstein, will air on radio stations across the country and around the world
beginning in October, 2004. The series of 60-minute programs is narrated by
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Academy Award-winning actress Susan Sarandon and is being produced by Steve
Rowland with Larry Abrams of CultureWorks exclusively for the WFMT Radio
Network.

Leonard Bernstein (1918-1990) was the last classical musician of our time to be a
household name; no one since has achieved the level of fame with the general public
as Bernstein. Bernstein became an American icon not only because of his ability to
conduct and compose, but also because of the power of his personality and his
passion to communicate, through music, about life, love and the human condition.
Youngsters (and adults) in the 1960s and beyond were the beneficiaries of
Bernstein’s intense music making and insightful commentary on his “=Young

People's Concerts.”

This upcoming radio event took six years to produce. It is, says producer Steve
Rowland, “a story -- a truly-deep-and-profound and multi-layered story with many
fascinating eempenentstwists: the number and variety of people, places, ideas and

artistic issues that Bernstein worked with, came into contact with, and ultimately

affected is stunning. And on top of his extraordinary talents in music, as a composer,

a conductor, a performer and ard-educator, there was still more—:; his-He

occupied a place in American culture_as; and-his-being-a voice of conscience, a voice
for peace, a supporter of democracy in its broadest vision, and a force inworking
trying-to bring the world together through music and art. These 11-hours of radio

tell a monumental story.”

Virtually every aspect of Bernstein’s career and life will be explored through the
words of Bernstein’s own correspondence as well as interviews with more than one
hundred people who knew and worked with him. These luminaries include

John Adams, Marin Alsop, Betty Comden, John Corigliano, Adolph Green, Bobby
McFerrin, Hal Prince, Mary Rodgers, Mstislav Rostropovich, MichaelFilsen
FhemasStephen Sondheim, and many others._Bernstein’s family will also

participate in this pro-duction. His brother Burton, son Alexander, and daughters
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Nina and Jamie all appear through their thought-provoking interviews and

readings.

Alec Baldwin will voice the majority of the correspondence written by men; an
actress to be announced will Broadway-star Donna-Murphy-{currently performing
inBernstein’s-Wonderful Townywill-read the female letters; daughter Jamie

Bernstein will voice Bernstein’s own letters; and Schuyler Chapin, NYC’s Cultural ( Formatted: Font: Bold

Commissioner and Bernstein’s record producer and longtime friend, will voice the

letters of European composers. These excerpts were compiled from some 17,000

pieces of correspondence held by the Library of Congress.

The eleven programs are: (1) Bernstein: tThe Early Years; (2) Twelve Gates to_-Tthe
City (Meeting the Mentors); (3) New York, New York; (4) Tonight; (5) A New
Frontier/The Philharmonic Years; (6 and 7) Bernstein: The Conductor; (8)
Crossroads; (9 and 10) Bernstein: The Composer; and (11) A Candle Burned At Both
Ends.

Few if any American personalities have received this in-depth treatment in the mass
media; nothing quite like it has been aired on radio in this country. The series will
be heard in virtually every major, medium and small market in America, as well as
internationally, through the WFMT Radio Network.
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This effort, for award-winning producer Steve Rowland, has been a labor of love. ~ Formatted: Right

“Leonard Bernstein has been a hero of mine,” says Rowland, “since I saw him on
television in the early 1960s. He was probably the most influential musician of the
20th century, with contributions that were different from other musical masters of
our time like Igor Stravinsky, Duke Ellington, Aaron Copland and John Coltrane.
Bernstein, by employing his extraordinary skills as a composer, conductor, pianist
and, above all, educator and communicator, was able to refine, and ultimately
redefine, the very notion of what American music is. Bernstein taught us that
American music must be representative of the American people and of the
American idea itself. He demonstrated that the hierarchy holding symphonic music
above and apart from jazz, popular and folk music was archaic and, as Duke
Ellington taught us, ‘if it sounds good, it IS good.” The Bernstein that members of
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the public did not know — the enlightened, though sometimes tortured, soul — will be
revealed on the journey that has become LEONARD BERNSTEIN: AN AMERICAN
LIFE.”

This series is produced in cooperation with The Leonard Bernstein Office, Inc., and
a formal association with The Library of Congress. Major funding for LEONARD
BERNSTEIN: AN AMERICAN LIFE provided by The Corporation for Public
Broadcasting, the National Endowment for the Humanities, the National
Endowment for the Arts, The William Penn Foundation, Joan and Irving Harris,
Richard and Mary L. Gray, Fay and Daniel Levin and the Members of the WFMT
Fine Arts Circle.

Steve Robinson, fexaettitle?}senior vice president of WEMT and the WEMT Radio

Network

-of WEMT-stated his enthusiasm for the series: ""When Steve Rowland called me
five years ago to say that he wanted to do an audio portrait of Leonard Bernstein, |
knew he would produce a superb documentary. He's done just that, and more. Steve
is one of the most gifted radio producers in the United States, and when his talent is
combined with the Bernstein legacy, the result must be the cultural event of the
season on radio. The WFMT Radio Network is proud to be working with Steve
Rowland on this monumental broadcast.”

Additional Information

For additional information, biographies and a carriage list of stations airing
LEONARD BERNSTEIN: AN AMERICAN LIFE, please visit
http://www.wfmt.com/bernstein

httpfhwwwimtbernstein-comhttp .//www.wifmt.com/bernstein , and/or refer to the

enclosed materials: Background Information.
Please check local listings for station and airtime in your area.
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For additional information, interview access or photographs, please contact:

National Press Representatives:
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Nancy Shear and Nicole C. Pantos/Nancy Shear Arts Services, New York, NY,
212/496-9418, or SHEARARTS@AOL.COM
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http://www.wfmt.bernstein.com/
mailto:SHEARARTS@AOL.COM

Holly H. Gilson/98.7WFMT & The WFMT Radio Network, 773/509-5424,
hgilson@ networkchicago.com
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Station questions and station-related information:

Terry Medina/The WFMT Radio Network, 773/ 279-2114, tmedina@wfmt.com or

bernstein@wfmt.com

See separate printed piece: BACKGROUND INFORMATION
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